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The Goodland 
National Weather 
Service Office would 
like to welcome our 
new observers and 
say goodbye to some 
old friends. New 
observers include 
Charlotte Meints of 
Oberlin, Penny 
Bonner of Wray, 
Penny McPherson of 
Kit Carson and 
Christie Rasure of 
Goodland. 
Former observers 
include Dallas Eastin 
of Eckley and Robb 
Zimmer of Wray. 
Many thanks for your 
contributions!! 

 
We can be reached at 

1-800-272-7811 
24 hours a day. 

Observation 
Quality Control 

 

Our Co-op observers are 
doing a great job of 

reporting accurate and 
timely  weather 

information. Just a 
reminder of some things 

to check for before 
submitting your data. 

Make sure the date and 
time  are right when 

utilizing WXCODER. 
When reporting 24 hour 
precipitation on the B-91 

remember that liquid 
precip is recorded to the 
nearest hundredth of an 

inch , solid precip is 
recorded to the nearest 
tenth, and precip on the 
ground at ob time is to 
the nearest whole inch. 
(Or use a T for trace) 

Forms should be received 
in our office no later than 
the 10th of every month. 

 

 

Welcome to John 
Darnley, Goodlands 

newest 
Hydrometeorological 

Technician. John 
arrived in August from 

Pittsburgh, PA. 

 
Winterizing Your Equipment 

 
If you have a Fisher Porter Rain Gauge we will be visiting you shortly to winterize 

your equipment. We will empty the precip pan, properly dispose of the contents and 
add new oil and anti freeze. If you have an 8” SRG, please remember to remove the 
funnel before the first snow. We will also be delivering snowboards and measuring 
sticks to sights that need them, and provide instruction on how to measure snow. 

 
November 9-15 is Winter Weather Awareness Week 
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WXCODER UPGRADE 
Web Xmitted Cooperative Observer Data Encoded Report 

 
The National Weather Service will soon be implementing an upgrade to the current 
WXCODER program.  WXCODER II will enable the NWS to email messages to 
observers at their designated address. Observers will also be able to email comments 
along with their observations.  
 
How does this work???  First of all, we will be contacting you to find out your email 
address. After the list of all coop observers is finished, we will forward the list to Central 
Region Headquarters who will initialize WXCODER II. You will then be receiving an 
email that will include a Username and Password. This will give you access to 
WXCODER  II. This program is designed to be user friendly, and will follow the format 
of the previous WXCODER program. 
 
Benefits of WXCODER: 

• The chance for errors will be decreased due to quality control checks.  
• No busy phone lines to contend with. 
• Localized database of observers means maintenance ease, and no waiting period 

to begin data transmission. 
 
 

For more information on Goodland’s Cooperative Observer Program and 
WXCODER check out our website at www.crh.noaa.gov/gld. 

 
 
*********************************************************************** 

 
NOAA WX Radio Frequencies 

 
GEM (WXK-96) 162.400MHz – Rawlins, Decatur, Dundy, Cheyenne,  Sherman, 

Thomas, Sheridan, Wallace, Logan and Gove counties 
 

LENORE (WWF-87) 162.425MHz – Norton, Phillips Graham counties 
 

BETHUNE (WWF-77) 162.525 MHz – Kit Carson, Cheyenne counties 
 

WRAY (WXM-87) 162.475 MHz – Cheyenne, Dundy and Yuma counties 
 

TRENTON (WNG-524) 162.500 MHz – Hayes, Hitchcock, Red Willow, Dundy 
counties  
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Seasonal Outlooks 
 
 

Temperature Outlook 
 

 
 
              Oct, Nov, Dec 2003                                                Jan, Feb, Mar 2004 
         

 
 

Precipitation Outlook 
 

 
 
                     Oct, Nov, Dec 2003                                        Jan, Feb, Mar 2004 
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Winter Warnings and Advisories Issued by NWS 
Goodland 

 
• Wind Chill Warning – Winds forecast in excess of 10 knots, wind chills -25F or 

below. 
• Wind Chill Advisory – Winds forecast in excess of 10 knots, wind chills -15F to  

-24F. 
• Frost Advisory – Light wind and forecast surface air temperatures 29F to 36F. 

Frost is expected to form on Earth’s surface and earth bound objects due to 
radiative cooling. 

• Freeze Warning – Forecast surface air temperature 28F or below for at least one 
hour. 

• Winter Weather Advisory – Snow accumulations of 3-5 inches (or 1-3 inches 
early in the season). Visibilities frequently ¼ to 3 miles. Winds 15-34 mph. 
Drifting snow. Ice accumulations less than ¼ inch. 

• Winter Storm Warning – Six inches of snow or more in a 12 hour period. Eight 
inches of snow or more in 24 hours. Ice accumulations in excess of ¼ inch. 

• Blizzard Warning – Sustained winds of 35 MPH or higher with considerable 
falling and/or blowing snow with visibilities below ¼ miles lasting for 3 hours or 
longer. 

 
Winter Driving Safety Tips 

 
• Have your vehicles winterized before the winter storm season. Keeping 

your car in good condition will decrease your chance of being 
stranded in cold weather. Have a mechanic check your battery, 
antifreeze, wipers and windshield washer fluid, ignition system, 
thermostat, lights, exhaust system, heater, brakes. Replace oil with a 
winter grade oil. Install snow tires or have chains available. 

• Keep a windshield scraper and small broom in your vehicle for ice and 
snow removal. 

• Keep the gas tank full for emergency use and to keep the fuel line from 
freezing. 

• Carry a cell phone or two-way radio if possible. Keep the battery 
charged. 

• Make a disaster supply kit for the trunk of each car. Some items to 
include are: blankets or sleeping bags, extra clothes, mittens, socks and 
a wool cap, non perishable food items, water, jumper cables, a small 
shovel, flashlight, and non clumping kitty litter or sand for tire traction. 

• Be aware of weather conditions along your route. If you have any 
questions call the NWS Goodland Office. 

 
Kansas Road Conditions – 1-800-585-7623 or www.kanroad.org 
Colorado Road Conditions – 1-303-639-1111 or www.cotrip.org 
Nebraska Road Conditions – 1-402-471-4533 or doroads.nol.org/rca 
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Did You Know??? 
 

• The greatest 24-hour snowfall was 75.8” and occurred at Silver Lake, CO during 
April 14-15, 1921. 

• The greatest snowfall in a single storm was 189” at Mt. Shasta, CA during Feb 
13-19, 1959. 

• The lowest world temperature without wind chill was -128.6F/-89.6C at Vostok 
Station, Antarctica on July 21, 1983.  

• Goodland’s coldest temperature of -27F was recorded on December 22, 1989. 
 
                                   Heat Burst 

 
   On the night of July 5th at around 9PM MDT a line of decaying thunderstorms 
near Tribune produced an unusual atmospheric phenomena call a “heat burst” that 
drastically increased temperatures and rapidly lowered barometric pressure. 
Temperatures jumped by 15 degrees to 91F, the pressure dropped 5 millibars in a matter 
of minutes and wind gusts to 70 mph were reported. Phone calls came in rapid succession 
as people called the office to inform us of wind damage that included trees split, 2 semi 
trucks blown over, barn damage, roof damage and power poles down resulting in no 
electricity. A drive through the countryside the following morning revealed wheat blown 
down at random intervals. 
 It is still unknown just what causes heat bursts. Most thunderstorms produce cool 
downdrafts, but occasionally a parcel of air is pushed down to the surface and is warmed 
by compression, and creates all kind of chaos. Just like what happened on July 5th.   

 
 

AWARDS 
 

Marilyn Kadlecek of Stratton received her 20 year award (Left) 
Sheridan Magnani 20 year award Benkelman 2SSW with Larry Boyd, CPM (Right )  
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